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Berlin's Castle Versus Pa lace:
A Proper Past for G ermany's Future?

lai!ary lr, roo6: Berl n's nost nfl!eitlalboul€vardpaperBZ
reported wlth a grif: The Palace olthe Republic lPd]asl der

Reprblikl makes off...Erlch s lamp sh op ef ds of th€ garbase

dump of hinory... Destr!ct on stalied eNactly at eight o'clo.k.
Nobody ls sh€dd fg a tear." Thirt triumphart assert on vras, of
coLrse, a lie if allrespe.ts.

The publlc d ebate over whether to de m ollsh orto pr€.

serve thls i.oiic büildl 1g at the v€ry cef i€r of the.aplta of
d freshly ur !ted Gerinafy begd r ln the firsi days of reunlf .a
ro' .99o. a'd " "do. otp. o o

boih sides. officlaily, the Palace battie bega r ü th .rg!ments
over health, wlren the bLrildifg !r.s closed d!e to asbestos

contaminatioi on Se ptem ber lg, 199o, th.t is. j!5r sli Vreeks

b€fore th€ offjc altakeover b,/ the West German Govern nre rt.
Llke snow Whlte, the Palace fella5leep lor sevei y€ars aid
!ras slleitly robbed of iis polit cal enrbl€nrs, fLrriish igs and

.t nicoLrtfit. nlggl,ltbec.me.learthatd€contam iatlon
worLd mean stripplig the b ulldlng do\ n to lts sk€leton. Thus.

bv the time the cleai ! p was finish€d in ,oor, the Pala.e had

already be.o m e a mysterio!s n€el.and-glass ruin that could
fever regain ts orlgifalcharader.

The debate over the lorg tern d estify of the Palace arose

from arguments over an all."gedly o!tdated modelof !rban
desig r and fLri.t oiallsl style typ calofthe novr Lrn.beloved

post-Worid War llod€rnlsn-r. [loderfist buildifgs and pub

li. s paces, (h ch on both sid es of the lron Cufta n had on.e

beei propdsated as pron'rises of a€Ethetlc trLrth, soclal lrap

p i ess. aid progress tovrard a i€w and b€tter future, in the
Posi [lodern age were noW d ef]i€ d as wounds li what ls nor"r

ca lled "the urbai organlsm." l.lodernlsnr lras a bl ght, rhlrh
s!pposedly.ould be h ea led oiLy by retLLrnlig to so..aLled lris

toric s.ale, sp ace, texture, sh.pe and fornr of the nineteeith
c€ntLrrv E uro p€a n c ty. 0n belr a lf of beauly, official author tles

argu€d, reconstruction of Berlin's former Royal castle shouLd

reDlace th€ n€vrfo!nd usliress of the soci.llst P.Ldce.

,."pd "r.dF "d". \". ppödDoo öno o a o

aily ope ned lor c!Llur;l ev€nts s Lrch as exper mentalerhibl
tlofs, theater productiois -na conc€rts. t ha5 become a non.

placer ir symbol of the desire to t:ansform coffllct ng h Etories

and nemorles into completely i e!,r €rperien.es and ide rt
tles. ln th is new coflext, ih€ space .tta ied a cLrLturdl raiher
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thar a polltic.l presencer a rale best expressed in 2 oo5 by r

mon!mentallns.rlptlon"Zweifel" whichmeans doubts"
an ngeniou5 aftlstlc irstallalioi by the Fifn Lars Ramberg.:
Dorb.o o||.".I rI"'1!-.I r.ero yc-oö or or
depression of modern Cernany, are a s!bveßive aid offici
unwelcome stale of nr ind.

Every daV Germans are told by our leadlng politlcians
io "look forward" which essertially nreans backwards. lr
seems, th ei, that we feed a proper past for our future. B!t
which past? To answer tlrat question, and und€rstard whos
history, nrenrorl€s and ldeals the Pal.ce represented and w
identity night be offered in i1s r€pLacement ln the fornr oltl
recorstrLrction of Berlln's RoyaL Castle, we must first as ( wh

" o iC r clP"lc!e "

Pala(e ofthe Republic
t is not easy to escape a feat cleavage ir .eignifg lnterprel
tiors ofthe Palace: on one haf d, it is a ronalgic glorificati(
of lhe failed c€rman Democratic Republic IGDR)i on the oth
it eri bod ies ai ill-huflrored judgment agalnst the socialin
state, its ideology, ard socia I collectivlsm. For ifnafce, th(
Palace's nlckname, "Erlchs Lampenlader" the lamp shop
pary leader Erich Horecker when us€d bV.n East German

belore r989 woutd have meant a benevolent criticisrn of th{
osteitatious splendour of the Palace s thousands of bulb5,

the rest ofthe efergy short .ouftry llngered li tlre dark. Aft
1989, the flckname, used ir rnanV West German newspape

articles against the Palace's preseruation, simply rld ic Lr les r

wh ole building, its fuiclior, and its mearing.
The Palace was constructed from 1971to 1976, af d ran

a mofg the greatest of lvlodern multifufctional b!ildirgs of
lhe twentieth certurV. Larser tha n the cornpar-ble Certre
Pompldou n Parls, what made the Palace unlq ue was its
uiusualmixture offunctions spread over flve floors. Th. m.

impotaft areas were two audltorla distributed to the right
and left olthe Palace s nucle!s. The larser one, whl.h acco

modated 5,ooo peopl€, was desigied as a conferefce hall,
and as equlpped wilh wrillng desks and iiterpreter cabinl
Soclalist Paily (sEDl assemblles occasiofaLly took plac€ h€

but more lypically it was used for cLrltural or sclentif c event

When sonre ofthe balcon ies were hydn!lically lowered, it
.o! ld be Lrsed as a con.ert hallor the.ter. $'lth a nron!men
taL, fLexibLe stase. FtexiblLity ever allowed the lowerins ortl
who le ceil ng about five meteß, to dismantl€ the seats, anc

lransform the audltori!m into a ballroom, dinner, or reception h

4 o"rod-or1dd. .adado,e
yollsk mrrer, th€ parliament olthe Rep!bLic. lt has beer
argu€d that its political rol€ wrs irsignllicani, sin ce th€re B
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no free electlofs. Nevertheless, the idea of incorporaling rep-

reseitation ofthe p eople lnto a public multifunct anal build-

iig containlng theaters. rest!!raits, galleri€s, conferences,

af d theatrical entertalnrnents still seems rernarkable, aid
recalls the modernlst proiects of the 192 os aid 19los, rorrted

in the sociallst tradition.' Comparif gthe rtlmate f eighbor

hood olsovernmental and civil p ub lic lunctlons with wond

wide secur ty measures todaV, this coi.ept demorstrat€s a

na v€ optimism ofthe GDR eiite ii theera ofthe Pala.e'scofstruction.

The hall of the vollskorrrrer galned special hisior cal

inrportan.e when the fißt fr€elV elected Parl anrent olthe GDR

voted to joln the Federal Rep!blic or August r3, 199o.lhe ha ll

is boui d for protectlon, although not on slt€: only it5 sobe r

interior furnishlngs, presently stored eLsewhere, wlll be saved,

rnaybe for future recorstructlon ln a history rnuseum, or ir th€

or !tp o "Bo/.
Ihe wlde ertrarce hallofthe Palace opef ed to stalß,

which ted to the b!sem e nt for cloakrooms, or Lrp to the glirm

orous nraln loufses and salleries. Each day, thousands of
people gathered lor rneet ngs or prlvate appolntments, or met

at the monunrentaiglass flower s.ulpture. [,'la ny ü'ent to one

of the restaurants, the milk ba r, the wine or b eer tavern, all ol
vh ch pronrised LrnusLratluxurynnd variety. Orth€yvisted
the galleries, created lo erhiblt trre rnonunr€ntal palntirgs of

favoured GDR artists, some olrvhorn, like l\4attheuer, Heislg,

Tübke. Sltie, or lüetrkes ar€ hlghly estinrated in arl history.

The Palace, conceived as a wide, sh in lng cLrb.", was

entered ftom the l\rlaü-Eigels P13tz, t/h clr since the 195os

was the main settlng for official GDR politlcal demoinra
tions and pandes. The skylire of the townscape, inclLr d if g

Henselmai n's elegant 1959 ry Tower al Alexanderplatz, could

be enloyed frorn allslx stor es th ro ugh the gold€n anodlzed

gla5s curtalf. As in west Gerrnar archltectLrre, glass facades
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s gnaled transparen.y, and trarsparen.y ln rhe i96os :,,- : :

lzed democracy.r" Although aesthetic.lly isolar€d irom Lf:
s!rv ving historlc b!ildiigs I k€ the Bar0que Arnrory l1Z!:
Schln (el's 0ld A4LrseLrm {181o), lrfe's Royalst!d (19o11

and Raschdorff's N€o Baroqu€ Cathedra lr9o5), the Pai-,:
.ons dered the r d men5iofs ard poss essed a remarka! -
aestlreticaL.id techrical el€ganre, remif iscent, for nsi;- :.
of Gropius' BaLrhaus ln Dessau, rhi.h ior lts sociallst im; ::
tiois hrd beef red scover€d n the cDR durirg the 19Zos.

ln consequence of its inlernat onally advan.ed tech" ::
social, .id in some eyes adlsti. stardards. the PaLa.e pr! :
ed a source ofself.reliance i cornpetit on with archite.:u-:
cons of U,/estern democracles, altlrough its finaici.l cost!

were nearlybeyondthe llm tthatthe GDR coLrld afford. r:-:
,eDa. ö o o.r,po

but literally sLr p p lled happy ho!ß: lt $as widely freq!ente:
and even beloved by the GDR society. The Paiar€ th!s s€l::
the goal of en h. nc iS identificatiof !,r th the soci.lisr orde
rearly two decades after th€ \ryall had delinitively er.los e.
Eirst Berl n.,

The Palace, thus, s a unique document of Germri !!
tur!l history, because lt,rias one of the few monunre rtaL

r€.lization5 of the .oirept olthe yollshrrs. lnspired by th:
analgamatioi of nliete€nth aid early twent eih cenrut, p::



totypes tied to ihe vis ons ofrhe l\rt.dern t4ovenrent. The tea.l
irg Palace archirect, Hein: GraftLrnd€r a d s c i p L e o r ra m o u s
Hans Scharouir coutd too ( bac < to utopidn cof.epts fronr
E€rlif 's €xpr€ssiorisrera, for istance Bruno TaLrt,s idea of
a 'Stadtkrone ' G919), and to Russta, esp€cid !i to the tnter.
i€t onaL projects for rhe so! et palace in [1osr01! t]9]2 l4l.
Compa.ed to .ne ofthe first schenres for reb!itdirg rhe socia I

ist .it! certer brr Rich.rd pautick 1195r), the patace,s prede.es
sor. a Stalinistic sk!scraper, had s rrunkef to rhe horizonta
.ub€, while the donr in ati.g vert.at ac.e nt folv became
em bod ied li the l"/ rower.

The Prlace w.s rhe cornerstone of ihe golernnr€fr ceiter
of ihe 5o.ialist.;pirat, grouped !roLrnd the tvtarx Eng€ ts.
Pldtz. On the sauth side was the Staarsratsgebiiucte. seai oi
Ch€irmai Er ch Honecker, coistruded by Rota.d Kori,s cot
lect;ve ir r964 This buttding with the pronirent appt cat on
ofihe Royaltastle's iorth po]tdt V is the oity monunneir
!nder prote.tion alrer havtnS b eer res.ued fronr intended
destrLrd on.tthe ast mtnute. t served as the provisionat seat
for B! nd es (anzler Gerharct Schröder, atier ihe goverfm€it
h.d moved from Bonn to Bertir in 2ooo, and since 2ooc h:s

oo.O ."/.e,
sid€ of ih€ square stood the rath€r nonorono!s c Lrbe of the
l\liiistry of Foreigf Affairs, ere.ted tn 1969 and d€motished



ir 199 5 to make waV for the reconstrucrioi of Schinket's
famaß Bouakadenie.

The whole ei sem b le, but especially the Palace ttsett, wa!
designed as a deliberate.ounter vision to th€ RoyatCasfle
that had occupi€d the siie for nearly flve hufdred y€ars. Atti€.
air raids had heavlly damaged th€ castle in 1944, bLrt repa ß
on the Castl€ had begun when the Cold War deflnirlvely sptit
GermarV iir 194E.- 49. As a ddnnationenotioeanl\aueate
a wid e space af d tribun€ for mass agitat on to represenr the
nefr' so.lalist order, Honeck€as predecessorWalter Ulbrl.ht
blelv up the castle remains ln Decen ber rg5o., For nonttrs,
tho!sands oftrucks carr ed the rubble, nclud ng the preciou!
stone scu pt!re and ornamentation lnto the dese d nriles our
slde 1own, ü,here they were silently b!rled. CuriouslV, th ese
rellcs have r€cently beei rediscovered ard awalt resurrectior

RoyalCastle
Summarlly d efinlis the half millennjLrm ro le of Be nln's
ranle is fraughtwith problens.'j n short: since rhe fiftee.t.
centLrry, the Canle, inltially an oLrtgrowth of the late nred

eval fotlfications, becanre the center of power in relation to
the civil soclety ofthe double citles ol Berlln and COlh. Th€
Hohefzollern Dynasty, who reigned f rst as nrargrdves rhen .:
eledors of Brand€iburg, steadily enlarged the structure; ar.
li tlre slxteenth c€ntLrry the castle was rebuilt in rhe nyte of
the Flem sh Dulch Renaissa.ce (uiderloachinr l). twas.o-
.eded on the soLLth side to a Domirican moiastery and on

th€ nofih sid e to . bea!tlfulcoufi sardei, todav $'ell knowi ..
lvluseurn slaid afd Lustgartei l.

The Castle was the resuLt of dn immerse enlargemeft,
.onrmissioned by eL€ctor Frederlck I when he plotted to
become Pr!ssla's flßt kirg. Frederlck crowned hlmsell Kifg
Freder .k I n Königsberg 1/01, aid his realm steadily galn€c
power and in flue n.e .mong ihe great ELr ropea n kingdonrs.
Bulld ing had already besur two years earller, on the d esign !
of the great Cernan Baroque ar.hltect and scuLptor Andreas
Schlüter, who sought to refle.t th€ nelv role of royal repre
5eriation in tlre age of absolLrtism. Elenr€nts ofthe [lediev:
and Renaissanr:e str!ctures vr'ere lncorporated irto the r€vt
Baroque quadraigle. Ten years later, Schlüteas Srved sh

follower Johanf Eosir n d er doubled the q!adransle or the
Castle's ü,est side, wh er€ the rewly erected districts and th:
Par€de Street 'LJnterdei Lindei" extended Berlin into a ne,,

residentlal sca le. A triumphanl a r.h r0rmed the entrance to
the castle oi this side. Frledrich August Stü le I in rE5o was

commissloned to bu ld ir tremendous dome above Eosande :
Po'"...' ö.e\6 opp oo ,"oi or.



r:prinrber6. 1950 derio t.n oT

! rreiriL.ßt e beg i! ti5 Di.turer
_ iarir..rr.l Irir.ionr, shrkP,

For the lnterior, skllled !rtists ffom across Europe wer€
.alled to B€rlln a nd, startlng lrom SchlüteaE ideas, they cer
tainLy achieved an outstandlis sequence of represeitarive
halLs and apartnrerts, perha ps comparabl€ to the Louvre or
to N ikodem us Tessir's RoyalCastle at Sto.kholm. But Berlir,s
canle was never fiiished: every seneratlon restored and

refurnlshed the royal dwellings accordlns to changing tasre
and fashlon. Frederick the creat, who reigned lrorn 174o 1786,
favored ihe Prussian Rococo, FrederickWllliarn l.nd I Lrp

to 1840 introdLrc€d early ard hlgh classiclsrn, and Frederick
Willi-m VandErnperorsWill amland tcontlnuedif rh€
nr ood ofRomantlcism.id historic srn.

n short, the Canle was a heterogenous buildifg, wht.h
grew over flve centurles, frorn the lat€ cothic to laie nin€-
teenth'cent!ry historlcisnr, af d docunr erted neirrly the
whole.o!rse ofPrussian hlstory, and ofE!ropear a thro!Sh
Its extraordin.ry decorations and furnlshings, no\i/ loqr.

Llkewis€, the politicalard symbolic m eai ing ofthe Castle
gr€w rccordifg to the rise of Prussia aid the German Enr plre.

ln the Novemb€r Revolutlon 1918, Conrmunin parry leader
Karl Ll€bkfecht pronounced the flßt Soclallst Republir: of
GermanV, soon to becom€ the soc al democratlc L/yellr,orer

Reprbllk, froir the Castle's PortallV.lhatlswhythe po al
was the only rell. to be preserued from the demolltlor if 195o,

to be ap p lied Like a trophy to th€ StaatsGtsgebä!de rhtrteen
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The f rst cerman RepLrblic dtd not denroV or rectaim th.
Castle for denrocratic gove:rmenr, bLit tnstead neutral zed ::
synrbol . mean ig by ruriing it ifto a nruse!m. Llftit1945, .-:
Castle contained the histor.atrooms and funishtngs, toge:,
with a speclal Hohenzo lenrmuseunr about rhe royatdV r.si.

twasorlywiththeta(eoverof the!asrGermai Soc a :
Party and the foundation of th€ cDR tn 1949 that the Castte
be.anre €dically identifled $/jth feudatjsm, prussian m ir.
r 5nr and Gernran imperiallsnr-! I ne ofrradirjof $,hich in r:
eyes (and in h storic legirlmatiof, atso ii H tteis own prop:
ganda) see m ed to led up to National5ociatism and f na|,., .,
the catastrophe of the World War lt. n conseqLrenc€, the Gtr:
ndically wiped o!t all menrortes ot pr!ss irn hinory. Elen t::
farnous statLres of the offi.ers ofthe cermaf Iberatio. lre15
against Na p o Leon af d the eq!estrjai statue of Frederick it.
Great, iiaugLrrated jn 184t. were rorn ton rhe r pedestats :-
hldder away. Psradoxically, ofly sholtLy afr€r the patace of
the Republi. hird b een oper ed, the cDR's gover rmefi redis
.o.p"dord ".ao -o.oo re.o.o.ooos.!. ,.öo.pr.
ofPrusslai history. n 1981, the statLLes !"!,er.o returned ro t.
locatiors, butthe Crstle hird dlsappeared forever.

Royal Cästle: Resurrertion
UitilGermanV's pol tlcal unloi | 199o, r€ reconstr!.i on ..
the Canle had not been .onsldered. politicatty, ideotogica .

financlally, a.d technl.ally, evef rhe suggestioi y",o!td hav.



bee n a bsurd. ln 195o, courageo!s cltize.s on borh siCes olthe
border, most ofthem exp€rts, had protested its demolition, but
memor es of lhe Castle 5oo n vanished: the re-ed!cEted young.

er generat on in both Gernran nate5 detested Prussiar hinory,
the Hohenzollern Dynasty, and espec ally the lmperial6poque.

After 199o, confronted wlth the problem ol hov/ ro treat
GDR'5 polt cal. nrateri.l, and afiin . heritage, the West

German offlciais could fot irvoid the impression of s!ppres
sioi or cooptiof .'There \|/ere lmmed ately consider€riof s

and disr:!sslons about how to ada pt and dev€lop the soclalist
towi ce.tertothe feeds ofthe reufited.ap tal. i 199o, th€
Wenerr board of Pla n n lng and City Development, ufder the

d rectiof ol Hars Stlmmann, began work on the "[4.sterplan",
which alrned for a critical recoistru.tioir" olthe dense histo.
ic groLrndplaf, textLrr€, and sca le of the p.ewar.ity.'' The prin.

cjplesofN€w Urbanlsnr since 198o had become ntertvrlned to
the redlscoverv and neo.nrylh of the h storic European city as a

modelfor urban planners in both East af d !4lest Germany. ThLrs

lhe r\4asterplan, although the (eyio the neo cof servative tLrrn

for reconstrLrction, was dlsp!ted oily where lt expllcitlV threat
er ed specia L promifert bulldings or public spaces ofthe
postwar perlod. J The lirst sk€tche5 forthe firlarx-EigeLs Platz
propagated only an abstracl and supposedly moderf volume
if the dirnefsions ofthe fornrerCastl€ maybe ln addition to

the €xin ng Palace, rnaybe as its sLrbstltLrte, and left f!ture
ircarnatlons ln a vag!e realm.



The 1qq2 ql offlcial competit oi for replafnifg the ln_:

city 6preeinsel Wettbev',erbJ' leftlhe question to indiv d!:
decislon, butbythenthe pLrbll. discussiois ofthe recors -:
tion ofthe CanLe had entered a critl.alstage Atthesame

tlme. a new myth of highly civilized and lniocent nlneteen._

certury Pr!5sia as e.Lrltural ratherlhirn prrlit'al model s€' ::
as a iherapyto.onstrlrct a f ew German dentiiv beyoid

the fegative hventieth-centLrry experlences of irnper al s:r '

rnil tarism, natlonal socialism aid comnrunism. Even Palat.

.rchite( Heiiz G€ff!nder, ln orderlo save hls favorlte.h .:
proposed a hybrid of Palace ard Castle, wh ch u/orrld il usr: :

the fus on ofhlstory !rd shar€d culturalmemory, a fornr ula t.;
' Io o.e] -" " ' ooo .c Q' \öd o

Atthe sarne time, a private businessman fronr l'lambL i
W lhelrn vof Bod d ie n, architectural hlnorian G0erd PeEchl.:-

sc ertlfic blographer ofthe Castle's hinory, and the .rchlt.::
Fran ( Aügustir started a professlonalcanrpalgn for !i a.. !
rately reconnructed Ca5!le Backed bv a grorrirg I um ber c'

the conservative intelL€ctLrals aird politiclais, the dea str-:'
public opinlon \irhef Bodd ef ir 1991reatlzed ai exrmord -:-
illLrsoryeffectbya palnted1:1 slmulatior of tlreCastle pei

reflected and elongated by a mlrror or the Palace fa.ad€ I_.
mock.up was a.compirnied bV a simultaneous exhihlti.i a.-
umentiirg the forgotten build ing af d erplainlng the allegea

.öo..to.)o. ö o Boooor_o

forthe recof structlon," which toddy haE aboLrt46o nren'rbe .

Ai.th er asso.i.tioi. called "Ge5ells.hafl Ninorisches BerL

goverfed by rost-lgic vis ons of a be.!tiful pa5t, acted su.

.essfully in geNer.ting de5ire for better menrorles Altertr'.
government s rnove to Berlin in 2 ooo, ChirIcelLor cprh.rd

S.hröder, though persof ally N fa!or of avant s.rde art, iolr::
the coalit oi forthe Castle be.ause ltwould preseit a nic-'

!lew.",This r,oncesslon woLrld !,rin hlrn votes.

Agaif nthe simple minded argunrents for gentrifving lt.
"cornmunistdesed' asitrvascalleC bYthepLrblislrerWolf

lobstSiedler," iternatlon.l alant g.rde archite(s proposE:

provocitive raiherthan realin c altetnative Can es ln

response to a 199/ search for id€. s bv Berlln's leading nens

papet Detlagesspiegel," arhitects H eld e, Bed(erath, Albef::

proposed to tloLrble the disputed Pal..e if order to fillthe g.:

nnead of Pala.e or Lanle, 5ir Normai Foster env sioi ed e

so.cerf eld Lrndergi.itLrmbrella Ä1ein.rdvon Ger(.n i€.'
€sttothe unease oftlretlmes iiv€nted. cham€leon castle

vith electroni. facades, wh i.h could screer evervth ng fro.l

the P.lace to Schlütels ar.hile.ture
Ihe coLrnteralliance ofthos€ u/ho f/anted to rescue the

Pslace organlzed in the more left or efiated associ.tioir

Prldsr 8rnilils." f. led to rln their.irse. ln 1994 the forn'rer



l\4arx Ensels Platz already was famed "Schlossplatz," a nanr e

the slte had never carried beforei the steady usurpation of
the Palace's id€ntitV was wellor its way. Despite 8Ir,ooo
signatures agalnst demolltion, the Castle advocates, who

themselves have never n!rnber more than a 1.ooo stalwarts,
continued their propaganda campaign successfLrlly." Ar
officlal €ipert conrrnissior, established by the federalsovern
rnert in 2ooo, recornmend€d by a one'vote.nrajority in s!m
I er'oo' . öplale.,"Däli F. I Fpo,F.-ta o"r iq iol
recommerded a b!ildins that wo!ld serve publlc aid cultural
purposes, represent th€ volume ofthe castle, posslbly incor
porate remnaits ofthe Palace, rhough dressed in Baroque

faqades. The cermar Parliam€nt ln 2ooj voted accordingly

to iear down th€ Palace aid to reconstr!ctthe castle. A firal
noratorium agalnst demolltiof of the PaLace was rejected in

The b !ilding will be fifafced primar ly by prlvate lnves
tors, wlth the ad d itional costs of the Baroque facades pald for
by donatlon- The canle builders have collected only a srnall
po{lon ofthe one billioi euros necessary to initate the sur.

faces of the Schlüt€r Castle. Nevedheless, in iaruarV 2oo6,

the Canle promoteß loudly welconred the start of d em olitior
because the "horrorvircui" i. the towi center woLrLd increase

the pr€ 5sure of the goverirneit to tontribute fund iiS to th is
politlcs of svmbols. The f!ndraislng carn palgn of th€ Castl€

associatiof pretends that the Castle wlll be legilirn z€d as

ever\rbody's Palace through widespread coftributions, b!t the

castle econornV willcertaifly result ln a publlc priv€te partner

sh ip, governed by a select group olshareholders.

Reconstructed Castler Function

Besld es locatior, form ard nrat€rial, use and funct on of a

re.onstructed b!ildirg were counted airong the crit€ria for

authentl.iiy on the Nara Corfereice ii 1996.i'Surprisligly,
the5e ltems always lifgered in the ba.kground of lhe Castle

dlscussion. ln the first callfor private lnv€stors, cornrnerce

was welconr€ and onlv irdecent usas€ excluded.lhei,
ln relatjon to the ncreasifg symbollc iitentions, cultural

furct ois, wh ich co! ld have also b eei served brilliaitly bV

the fonner Palace became preferred: a conferei.e certer
Linked to an eiclusive hoteland renaurants. exhlbitlo t ha ll5.

o.all.ns for scientiflc and acadern ic socleties. auditoriums

lor publl. eveits, performanc€s and receptiofs. Ho!/ever, thls
agglomeration has iever beer corvlncirg efoLrgh to iun fy

The invention ofthe vague büt nraglcalldea of a

Humboldt Forum served to bridge the gap betweef fo rrn

and conteit by referring lo the highly esteemed brothers



\ r lhelm .id Alex.ndervof llumboldt. ,,\rho in the firsi _,

ofthe i !eteeith .eiturV becane the leadlng eipoie_ : :

human tles ard fatural sc ences in c€rirany. Wor( ng : :
nelrrby Lrniverslty whlch lat€rtooilh€ir nanre,,! the rrL": : .
.lso worked in th€ cultunl r€fornr admlniEtrat on of ?r -..'
thLrsofferlngawhol€f eldofposslbleanalosies.ndp.:: :.
ldertllicatiors forthe future CastLe: th€ amalgamatio. : :
paciflcailon of the teisiofs between fatural and c!ltLr.:
sciences,a.dth€globalzedviewsofethfographyan.: :

pre.olonlaLciv llz.tio.s. ine!d of! dullPruss af or-E-::
, \' oö ep' Ö

" o,o.9o - b"a"rq.,"
Altlrough the Humboldts were a h!ndred years VoL_:i

thaf the Castle, and most ofthe .olled ons to be pr€5e_:i

o"oL -d "o org". ro t" .bod.-
that th ose presenlations genuinel\r belong to the C-st ..
beca use they orlgiiaie fronr the Renaissarce coicept !.'
the prin.elV (urrt rrd L/iArderkdmrrer, th€ g€rir .eL oi.
rnuseums a rd, inoreoverj beciLrse tlre tastle had beco -:
home foracademlc reseirrch lnstitutiois li(e Kalser l,ry _.

Gesells.haft as €arly as if 1918.

Althoush that program !!ould app€arto be a flne !dEr ::
calsuperstru.tLrr€,itdoesiotprovldeprecis€daiaforp -__ :

/,\ l"'.bo '1" of.t! d' " 'a 'a'.'o'' l

i5 to place the so called .gora lor pub I . events lrlo the b:::
nr€nt and ground floor, and to the reclrrstrucied schlüter r::

coveredwlth a glass ceiliig, as Berlln's centralstageforfe:: -

soc algatheriigs. The nra i fioors (ould be n eed ed lor ihE : ' 
_

bitiois.nd mus€umsirnd the top floor for the National Li-.-:

Buithat s not.lI the m! n sequef .€s of historic parade r..- :

about one third ofthe ent re Castle volume scatl€red h€re -_:
there, irreto be ifcorporated in the rexactdlnensions and _

their eract lo.atiors to allo!'/ later generations ihe eract r€.i _

slrLrction of the hlstoric lnlerior decorations.'!
Ihe deslre for a .lon ed Castl€ a5 an archltectLrre or

rnemorv lidi.at€s an lcoilc tLrri ii oLrr d€flnitlon of authe.
t city.5!bstance Loses lts nraglcalaura af d can be replace.
!hll€ that aura cai be transfefted bV a few marginalbut ho .

rell.s. This recipe has b een su..essfully app lied ln all rec€.:
recofslrudlons. ; Paradoiicallj', the fa gade5 ofthe Castle r
b€ executed by m af ual labour, using tladitlonaltools and

worklng techfiques af d, of co!rse, genuine materlals. Th rs
a nronum€ntalfictioi takes a holv o.th on authentic 1r!th,
wh iLe the a!thentlc monumeit's eviden.e for true hinory ir_:
ItsclraLleigefor.rlticaliiv€stlgatlof of thepaststep by stE:

becomes fidil o üs. To avoid the av/k$ard prefix re , the Cas: !
advocates arg!e that the a( of arrhiteclure is not n'ranifest

ir the actual bLrild ng but in lts plan, !rhi.h nright selve ds.



irr PaLa.. oitre Reptrb ir:s
: :.:r.frnot!prd. (rhdtoqf ph

. inseih.hre.Te.hiis.hE

mLrsical score for as rnafy "pedormances" as ever needed ln

our unstable wond. '

Why Reconstruction Has Won

The defeirders ofthe Palace failed to define ts aenhetlc
and socia I d imei sior s not only as posilive memories but as

beautifulprom sesforthefuture. nregardtoGDRhlstory
and to relgnifg ant -lrlodernist resewations, this argument

was perhaps impossibLe. . addltion, the State Board of
Preservatlon's atternptto puttlre Pala.e on a plotect€d mon u.

ments li5t falled ln 1995 because the instltution is subordlnate

to the polltical department for town developm€nl, which was

soverned by.hangirg authorities who on€-by-on€ becarne

allied with the Castl€'s advocates, who had infl!entialspor.
sors such a5 Deutsche Bank. At the sarne time.lh€ allia n ce of

New U rbai in postulatlons of the traditlonal historic European

clty thrrrugh the tulasterplan, set the widely acrepted coLrße

for reconstructjor of hislori. spaces and volunr es far beyond

th€ Castle's recornrudion.
Fiially, llke the great proie.ts for bLr ildlng or restoring

.atlonal monuments ln the nineteeith century, the process

its€lf. perhaps more thaf its products, generated a new

beLongingto a more orless uiified aird egalilarlaf group of

clvilsoc ety. t is sinrply easier to !ttack, to destroy, to rais€



furds and to build something rew ard sensational, th an

to react, to defend, to repalr, to transform, to redefine and
explain the existirg and well known-

The whole Palace dra ma is llke a chaige of scenery or
open staee. fwe look folward ard efv;sion the future monL

ments of past hlstorV vet to be built. preservatiof forces mu

contemplate how to fit lnto the fexr act ofthe play or face
obsolescerce. Or perhaps we should folLow the proposal of
si'rger Blixa Bargeld, and found a n e!.r civil initlatlve for the

destruction ofthe not yet erected canle?

Postscript
The dernolitlon ofthe Palirce, whlch was sLrpposed to be

cornpleted by lr,la rch 2ooZ willcontinue urtll2ooE, with
ihe rebuilding ofthe i:astle scheduled to begif in 2o09.
Demolltion has become a pubLic spectacle, to be observed

fronr a s pecia I platform where the bulldlng's denrolltion ls
identifled as the o!tcome of "democratic process-" The pro

tracted denruction hirs bee n ridiculed ln a tear-off fotepad
in the fo rrn ofthe shrifking Palace. The flnaic alcortributi(
of the federalgovernnrent to the reconstr!cted Castle is stil
Lr ncLea r, while th€ Socielv of Gernr ai Architects has asked f
af ollicial competitior that woLrld ,llow modern solutlons f
the Humboldt ForLrm. Canle patroi Wilhelm von Boddien hi

lo un ded an Anrericai society for the Castle reconstr!ctlon,
with the aid of Hen ry Kisslnger.
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